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This memorandum was prepared as background information for legislative committees that are
required to review ballot issues, and it does not represent any opinion or action on the part of any
legislative committee.

I. lnterim Committee Review of Ballot lssues

Committees should tamiliarize themselves with the new process implemented by Chapter 554, L. ZO21,

requiring interim committees to review ballot issues referred to them. From the time that the Executive
Director receives a communication transmitting a ballot issue from the Secretary of State until the date
that the Executive Director must transmit the vote tally of the legislative committee is 14 days (or less).
Within this time, the committee that receives the ballot issue must also notice of its meeting according
to its adopted rules. Thus, it is critically important that committees and staff be aware of the deadlines
regarding ballot issues and that they act swiftly upon notice that a ballot issue has been referred.

Proponents of ballot issues must follow several steps to place an issue on the ballot. After several
preliminary steps by the petitioner and other entities, the Secretary of State receives a legal sufficiency
opinion and the ballot statements as approved by the Attorney General. After the Secretary of State
reviews the opinion and the ballot statements, the Secretary of State is instructed to provide the
Executive Director of the Legislative Services Division with a copy of the final text of the proposed issue
and the ballot statements.l

once the Executive Director has received the final text of the proposed issue and the ballot statements,
the Executive Director must provide the information to the appropriate interim committee for review.2
This must be done as promptly as possible. The "appropriate" interim committee is determined by the
relevant interim committee's subject-matter jurisdiction.3 lf questions arise regarding which interim
committee has jurisdiction over the matter before the matter is referred to a committee, the Executive

1 Section L3-27-2O2, MCA.
2 Section 5-5-215, MCA.
3 ld.



Director must direct the review to the Legislative Council.a The Legislative Council is then empowered to
undertake the review.s

Once the appropriate committee has received the final text of the proposed issue and the ballot

statements from the Executive Director, the committee must promptly notice a public meeting, and it
should post the final text of the proposed issue and the ballot statements to the committee's meeting

page as soon as possible. Please note that under the Rules, Procedures, ond Guidelines for lnterim

Committees, a meeting with a public hearing requires notice at least 10 days prior to the meeting. ln

anticipation of receiving referrals of ballot issues under these tight deadlines, it is recommended that
each interim committee amend their adopted Rules, Procedures, and Guidelines to allow a committee to

convene upon receipt of a referred ballot issue with notice appropriate to the circumstances.

The public hearing may be held remotely,6 telephonically,T in person, or any combination of these

methods, and it may provide for remote participation by the publics. As with any other meeting, a

quorum is required. After holding the public hearing, the committee must take executive action on

whether to vote to "support or not support the placement of the proposed initiative text on the ballot."e

Thus, a motion should be in substantially the following form:

" l move thot this committee lsupport / not support] the placement of the proposed text of
[ballot issue number 

-] 
on the ballot."

Despite any interim committee rules to the contrary, for votes relating to this matter, proxies "must be

allowed for legislators unable to participate if a quorum meets . . . "10 The statute does not contemplate

a situation where a committee is unable to meet due to quorum requirements or other circumstances.

Although the statute does not expressly address the situation of a tie vote, a tie vote on an affirmative

legislative action means that the affirmative action fails. Therefore, a committee that ties on a motion to

support placing the issue on the ballot shall be reflected as not supporting the placement of the issue on

the ballot. A committee that ties on a motion to not support the placement of the issue on the ballot

should offer a second motion phrased in the affirmative to support placing the issue on the ballot. lf that

motion also ties, the committee shall be recorded as not supporting the placement of the issue on the

ballot.

The committee must promptly inform the Executive Director of the Legislative Services Division of the

outcome of the vote, including the number of votes for and against supporting the placement of the

issue on the ballot, and within 14 days after the Executive Director initially received the final text of the

proposed issue and the ballot statements from the Secretary of State, the Executive Director must

provide written correspondence to the Secretary of State providing the name of the committee that

voted on the proposal, the date of the vote, and the outcome of the vote (including the number of

4 ld.
s 5-u-105, McA.
6 Section L3-27 -202, MCA.
7 ld.
8 Rules, Procedures, ond Guidelines for lnterim Committees, Legislative Council lz0zLl.
e Section 73-27 -2O2, MCA.
to ld.



members who voted to support / not support placement of the issue on the ballot).11 This concludes the
role of the committee in the ballot issue process.

When the Secretary of State receives the results of the committee's vote, language is placed on the
petitions for a particular ballot issue that states that the legislative committee "reviewed the content of
this initiative and [did] or [did not] support the placement of the proposed text of this initiative on the
ballot. The outcome of the vote was [x] in favor of placing the measure on the ballot and [x] against
placing the measure on the ballot."12 This statement appears only on the petition circulated for
signatures - it does not modify the statement of purpose and implication, the petition title, or the ballot
title if the issue is placed on the ballot.13

Ll ld.
12 Section t3-27-2O4, MCA.
13 Section 13-27-312, MCA.



AdoDted Amendment to UIC Rules to Address Ballot tssue Review Timelines

Adopted on September !4,2A21

Page 1 of Legislative Council's Rules, Procedures, and Guidelines for lnterim Committees is
amended to add a New Subsection G in the Quorums/parliamentary procedures Section:

QUORU MS/PARLIAM ENTARY PROCEDU RES

A. Meetings of legislative interim committees (committees) are held in the State Capitol
unless designated by the presiding officer.

B. Regular meetings are publicly noticed 10 days prior to each meeting.

C. Public notice includes posting to the Legislative Branch website the time, location,
and agenda of meetings, disseminating the materialto news media, committee
members, and interested persons. Staffof the Legislative Services Division (LSD) shall
maintain an updated mailing list of persons stating an interest in each committee's
activities. Anyone who requests to be included on the mailing list must be included. lf
practical and feasible, notice may also be given by U.S. mail, email , fax, or other means.

D. A majority of members at any meeting or the presiding officer may call a special
meeting with at least 24-hour notice to the members. A special meeting may not include
agenda items that require a public hearing.

E. Meetings of committees and subcommittees are conducted under the established
rules of the Montana Senate as to quorums and parliamentary procedure.

F. Meetings may provide for remote meeting participation by members and the public.

G. A meeting concerning an interim committee's review of a ballot issue is not
considered a regular or special meeting. A meeting concerning an interim committee's
review of a ballot issue mav be convened bv the presiding officer upon notice
apDroPriate to the circumstances. lf the meeting is scheduled with less than 3-davs
notice, the committee chair shall use all practical means to disseminate notice of the
hearins to the public.


